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Objectives/Competencies

Course Objective
Competencies

1.  The purpose of the course is to provide the student with a basic background in Western Civilization that can be used to explore other historical areas in depth.  It is offered in the belief that such a basic background is intrinsically valuable and virtually indispensable to an understanding of the other arts, sciences and technologies.  Emphasis is placed on the continuity and unity of the human experience by stressing history in terms of cultures, trends and forces rather than isolated people and events.

2.  The course begins with the Stone Age and ends at the medieval period.


1.  Knowledge of the Stone Age.

2.  Development of river valley civilizations in the western world:  Mesopotamia and Egypt, religious life, social organization.

3.  Democracy in Greece and its influence on the West Roman Empire and Republic:  origins, territorial expansion, spread of legal concepts.

4.  Rise of Christianity and political role of the Church.

5.  Development of feudalism.

6.  The Crusades, Black Plague, Hundred Years Wars, Coming of the Renaissance.



